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Iggulden,  John  M. 

Breakthrough;  London,  Chapman  & Hall  (i960)  240p. 

Martin  Green,  a handsome  favorite  of  fortune  in  his 
youth,  is  ruined  in  reputation  after  having  been  a favorite' 
of  the  Australian  Prime  Minister,  Actually,  this  loss  of 
reputation  is  a screen  for  his  activities  as  a secret  agent 
for  the  Australian  Government. 

Bronstern,  his  enemy  and  whose  wife  both  loved,  has  been 
for  some  years  Consul  of  the  so-called  Great  Democracies,  and 
has  held  power  because  he  has  implanted  in  the  bodies  of  all 
subordinates  of  any  importance  capsules  which  can  be  activated 
to  cause  pain  or  an  explosion  terminating  in  death. 

Capturing  Green,  Bronstern  has  a similar  capsule  placed 
in  Green’s  body;  but  with  the  aid  of  a psychic  using  telekin- 
etic power,  the  capsule  is,  first  rendered  inoperative  and  then 
removed  by  surgery.  Thus  freed,  Green  goes  to  Greece  to  seek 
Bronstern,  determined  to  riase  his  vice-consul  to  his  post  and 
to  eliminate  Bronstern.  nt  the  time  of  the  psychic  operation, 
Green  has  fallen  in  love  with  Elisabeth  Stevens,  a poetess  who 
knew  of  his  disgrace  through  a history  v/ritten  by  her  superior 
and  who  at  first  rejected  him  but  later  loved  him. 

After  the  final  confrontation  between  Green  and  Bronstern 
when  Green  kills  his  enemy,  Green  retires  to  an  orange  orchard 
with  Elisabeth,  worn  out  and  tired  of  all  intrigue  and  effort. 
He  forbids  the  historian  to  disclose  the  story  until  it  will 
have  the  effect  of  teaching  the  people  of  all  nations  to  be- 
ware of  placing  power  in  the  hands  of  a man  who  seeks  it  for 
himself. 

Indirectly,  this  novel  is  a poor  substitute  for  David 
Karp’s  One . The  method  of  telling  the  story,  from  reports  and 
several  characters’  points  of%  view,  is  tedious  and  repetitious, 
but  this  is  a first  novel,  and  the  author  was  obviously  not 
accustomed  to  literary  expertise. 

Although  there  are  some  good  passages,  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  originality  in  either  treatment  or  theme  to  make 
this  novel  important.  The  telekinetic  episode  is  th  main 
reason  for  my  keeping  it  in  my  library. 


Ingalese,  Isabella 


Linked  Lives:  A Tale  of  Yesterday  and  To-day;  New  York, 
The  Occult  Book  Concern  (1903,  Ingalese)  232p. 

This  occult  novel  is  so  melodramatic  and  hackneyed  as  to 
be  almost  of  the  nature  of  burlesque. 

Margaret  Blonde 11,  after  her  stockbroker  father  commits 
suicide,  tries  to  maintain  her  neurotic,  hypochondriac  mother 
by  working  for  a real  estate  partnership  as  a stenographer. 

The  senior  partner  is  an  old  grouch;  the  younger  a lady-killer 
who  immediately  aims  to  seduce  her.  Nothing  can  satisfy  Mrs. 
Blondell,  who,  after  biting  and  scratching  her  daughter,  robs 
for  money  on  impulse  and  is  arrested  and  confined. 

Though  warned  against  William  Dorn  by  a dream  vision, 
Margaret  is  fascinated  by  his  powers  of  suggestion  and  marries 
him..  He  abandons  her,  but  she  is  sustained  through  her  trials 
by  the  ghost  of  her  father,  whom  she  'greatly  loved;  by  an  an- 
gelic being  who  appears  to  her,  and  by  Ray,  her  hidden  self  or 
guardian  angel  with  whom  she  communes  as  she  has  done  from 
childhood.  Her  husband  dies  in  a hotel  fire,  and  a woman  doc- 
tor with  whom  she  is  living  and  who  has  taken  her  from  the 
shack  in  which  her  husband  had  left  her,  keeps  him  alive  until 
he  can  confess  that  he  wa3  not  a bigamist,  that  her  unborn  son 
is  legitimate,  and  that  she  may  resume  life  with  no  ties. 

Margaret  learns  that  500  years  previously  she  had  been 
similarly  victimized  and  that  she  and  her  child  had  been  drown- 
ed to  safeguard  the  same  man’s  villainy.  When  her  child  is 
born,  he.  greatly  resembles  her  father  after  whom  Margaret  named 
him  Gilbert,  and  is  told  by  Dr.  T^ata  Bennet  that  her  father  has 
been  reborn  in  him.  Various  other  people  who  have  influenced 
Margaret’s  life  have  been  reincarnated  from  previous  lives  in 
order  to  work  out  their  destinies,  and  Dr.  Mata  Bennet  explains 
that  she  herself  had  been  fated  to  help  Margaret  because  of 
failing  to  do  so  in  a previous  life.  Dr.  Bennet  is  the  angelic 
being  of  Margaret’s  visions,  but  embodied. 

Margaret  and  her  son  are  adopted  by  Judge  Nathan  Hale,  an4 
uncle  of  Edward  Mortimer  who  had  been  affianced  to  Margaret 
-but  had  refused  to  permit  her  mother  to  live  with  them  and  had 
therefore  been  rejected;,  and  who  after  going  to  Africa  had  re- 
turned to  try  and  regain  her  love,  but  who  was  killed  in  an  ac- 
cident in  which  Judge  Hale  is  injured,  but  recovers  after  Dr. 
Bennet’ s astral  self  treats  him  for  two  broken  legs. 

Some  threads  of  occult  philosophy  are  scattered  throughout 
this  novel,  but  apart  from  the  basic  ideas,  are  not  thoroughly 
trea  ted. 
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Inge r soil,  Ernest 

Eight  Secrets;  .Illustrated;  New  York,  The  Macmillan 
Company,  1906  ' 338p. 

This  is  a juvenile  novel  about  a farm  bov  who  develops  • 
his  mechanical  ability  to  the  point  where  he  harnesses  water 
power  to  rock  his  little  sisterTs  cradle,  operate  a saw,  and 
make  a skating  rink,  then  renovates  an  old  farmhouse  and 
builds  into  it  secret  compartments  for  safe  storage  of  valu- 
ables, In  the  course  of  the  story,  he  is  made  an  unwitting 
accomplice  of  a gang  of  counterfeiters,  but  his  honesty  and 
ability  win  out;  he  determines  to  take  an  industrial  educa- 
tion rather  than  a cultural  or  professional  one,  and  is  happy 
with  his  family  and  friends,  and  confident  in  his  potential 
for  a happy  working  life. 

This  is  a good  juvenile  novel. 
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Inglis,  Brian 

The  Paranormal:  An  Encyclopedia  of  Psychic  Phenomena; 
London  Toronto  Sydney  New  York,  Granada  Publishing  Limited; 
(author,  1985);  Illustrated;  Biographies;  Bibliography;  Index 

344p  . 

This  is  a competent  summary  of  its  subject  by  a member  of 
the  Society  for  Psychical  Research  and  draws  much  of  its  value 
from  the  Society’s  publications. 

An  essential  reference. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  25,  2003 
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Ingram,  Kenneth 


Sex-Morality  Tomorrow;  London,  George  Allen  & Unwin  Ltd 
(1940)  Index  17 5p. 

This  is  a very  well  reasoned  essay  recommending  the  early 
acceptance  of  informed  and  rational  -sex  behavior  on  the  basis 
of  love  and  affection,  Ingram  decries  the  traditional  view 
that  sex  expression  must  be  restricted  to  the  narrow  bounds  of 
marriage,  and  feels  that  by  making  genuine  love  the  criterion, 
a moral  sex-life  is  assured. 

In  additional  comments  he  makes  clear  that  homosexuality 
and  autoerotism  are  preferable  to  suppression  ..of  natural  in- e 
stinct.  He  concludes  that  with  the  growing  equality  of  the 
sexes,  bisexuality  will  grow. 

I am  in  almost  complete  agreement  with  his  views.  I do 
not  know  enough  about  the  day  to  day  sex  life  of  people  to  be 
critical  of  his  comments;  and  what  he  says  of  sex  in  schools 
is  beyond  my  experience  as  I left  school  before  my  14th  birth- 
day. 
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Inves tiga  tor 


The  Unconquerable  Hope:  A Psychic.  Romance;  London, 

George  Routledge  & Sons,  Ltd.,  1923  255p. 

This  is  a quiet,  well -written  novel  about  a group  of 
upper  middle -class  English  people  called  the  Investigators 
and  their  supporters  and  detractors.  The  interpersonal  re- 
lations are  interesting;  there  are  plots  and  sub-plots  as 
well  as  romantic  interludes;  the  discovery  of  a medium  is 
carefully  detailed,  and  the  psychic  incidents  are  not  over- 
drawn. The  book  culminates  in  the  inves tiga tion  of  a haun- 
ted house;  its  exorcism,  of  the  sad  remnants  of  a previous 
occupancy  as  a sanitarium;  and  its  establishment  as  a center 
for  the  society., 

I believe  this  to  have  been  written  by  a woman;  its 
principal  observations  have  to  do  with  personalities  and  the 
details  of  their  spcial  lives,  rather  than  the  philosophy  of 
psychical  research.  The  author  is  quite  apparently  a spirit- 
ualist, but  appears  fully  conversant  with  the  arguments  which 
are  commonly  raised  against  such  research  activities. 

The  most  distinguishing  thing  about  the  book  is  that  it 
deals  with  the  society  of  Investigators  as  a group  rather 
than  with  the  fortunes  of  a-ny  single  character  or  restricted 
story,  though  some  people  are  given  more  space  than  others  in 
the  course  of  the  events. 

I think  this  book  would  be  a good  one  to  recommend  to 
people  who  wonder  about  the  3.P.R.  and  the  kind  of  people  who 
constitute  its  membership:  they  are  ordinary  people  who  have 
a serious  interest  in  finding  out  the  truth  about  spiritistic 
phenomena  and  whether  spirits  exist  and  suggest  the  reality 
of  a future  life.  There  is  nothing  sensational  in  this  novel; 
it  is  about  ordinary  people  and  what  they  do  in  such  research. 
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Investment  Dealers1  Association  of  Canada 

A Home -Study  Course  in  How  to  Invest  Your  Honey  in 
Bonds  and  Stocks  Index,  plus  258p. 

This  is  a practical  outline  of  the  basic  factors  to  be 
considered  in  formulating  an  investment  plan. 

Bulletins  4 & 5 on  understanding  financial  statements 
are  worth  considerable  study,  and  there  is  a warning  to  spread 
the  risks  of  investing  by  diversification. 

A recommendation  is  made  that  the  course  should  be  re-read 
after  one  year’s  time. 

The  advisability  of  dealing  in  board  lots  is  stressed. 


Ipcar,  Dahlov 


The  Queen  of  Spells;  Mew  York,  The  Viking  Press  (1973, 
author)  155p. 

The  author  has  written  and  illustrated  twenty  books  for 
children,  and  has  written  adult  fiction. 

This  novel  was  based  on  the  legend  of  Tam  Linn,  a versi- 
fication of  which  is  appended  to  the  story.  It  is  a very  much 
romanticized  version  of  the  "demon  lover"  theme,  with  Tam  depic- 
ted as  a subject  of  the  Queen  of  Spells  in  a different  time- 
world  who  impregnates  the  third-oldest  daughter  of  an  earth-farmer 
whose  two  older  sisters  have  been  "shotgun"  married  to  his  farm  h 
hands  after  they,  too,  were  bearing  babies.  The  farmer  did  not 
blame  either  his  daughters  or  their  lovers,  feeling  that  nature 
must  be  respected;  but  his  wife  felt  ashamed  of  the  situation 
and  was  difficult  to  deal  with. 

Disbelief  in  the  phantom  lover  caused  the  farmer  to  try  to 
get  a confession  of  guilt  from  his  hired  men,  several  of  whom  were 
willing  to  accept  paternal  responsibility  if  thety  could  thereby 
marry  the  beautiful  girl,  but  she  refused  them  all,  awaiting  the 
return  of  her  lover  who  was  delayed  by  the  time  difference  between 
the  worlds. 

This  book  is  likely  a collectible  because  the  dust  jacket 
illustration  by  the  author  is  a work  of  art,  and  reproduced  on  the 
wfa^paround  cover  of  the  book.  The  book  is  reinforced  for  library 
circulation,  and  is  a sturdy  and  pretty  production. 
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"Iris" 


Her  Magnetic  Power;  London,  W.  Nicholson  & Sons,  Limited 
no  date  319  p. 

A family  novel  about  the  adventures  and  misadventures  of 
people  related  by  two  marriages,  and  two  beautiful  sisters, 
each  possessing  mesmeric  power,  one  blamed  for  the  schemes  of 
her  sister,  the  situations  presented  have  little  significance 
and  the  plot  is  complicated  to  no  apparent  purpose. 

Amateurishly  written,  this  book  is  well  printed  and  at- 
tractively bound.  It  is,  indeed,  a package  deceptively  pre- 
sented, as  the  novel  conveys  nothing  worthwhile. 

Although  one  -of  the  magnetic  sisters  plays  the  part  of 
a gipsy  fortune-teller,  the  prophecies  are  not  significant, 
and  the  mesmeric  phenomena  are  little  more  than  personal 
animal  magnetism.  Despite  its  title,  this  novel  does  not 
belong  In  a fantasy  collection. 
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Irish,  William 


The  Best  of  William  Irish;  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 


J.  B.  Lippincott  Company  (most  recent,  1944)  471p, 

Contents 

1*  Phantom  Lady  1 

2*  After-Dinner  Story  169 

1*  After-Dinner  Story  173 

2,  The  Night  Reveals  192 

3#  An  Apple  a Day  214 

4»  Marihuana  240 

5,  Rear  Window  269 

6,  Murder -story  ' 294 

3,  Deadline  at  Dawn  315 


Although  the  second  book  in  this  omnibus  volume  is  shown 
as  fantasy  in  Bieiler,  the  only  story  which  might  qualify  is 
#4  because  of  the  time -distortion  effects  of  marihuana,  I do 
not  consider  this  to  be  fantasy,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
think  the  character’s  psychological  reactions  to  the  drug  are 
more  like  those  resulting  from  LSD, 

3 with  most  stories  by  the  author,  the  plots  are  the  im- 
portant part;  these  are  contrived,  vith  much  use  of  coinciden- 
tal happenings,  but  they  are  all  interesting.  Like  most  mys- 
tery stories,  however,  there  is  little  of  permanent  interest, 
once  the  story  has  been  worked  out. 


Irish,  William 


The  Blue  Ribbon;  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  J.  B,  Lir- 
pincott  Company  (1936,  1937,  1938,  1949  Irish)  (1939  Street 


and  Smith  Publications,  Inc.,)  219p. 

Con  tents 

1,  The.  Blue  Ribbon  9* 

2,  The  Dog  with  the  Woo  den- Leg  - 41 

3,  The  Lie  86 

4,  Hot  Towel  117 

5,  Wardrobe  Trunk  133 

6,  Wild  -Bill  Hiccup  170 

7,  Subway  178 

8,  Husband  200 


These  are  commercial  short  stories  and  novelettes,  all 
well -plotted  and  with  interesting  incidents.  The  first  is 
the  only  fantasy,  with  a gimmick  ending  which  may  have  been 
based  on  Merritt’s  !f Three  Lines  of  Old  French’’,  about  a prize 
fighter  who  loses  his  morale  over  a woman  and  is  brought  back 
for  a winning  fight  by  sight  of  the  ghost  of  his  mother  and  a 
blue  ribbon  which  she  tied  in  his  hair  for  punishment.  #2  is 
about  drug  trafficking  with  a blind  man  and  his  dog.  #3  is 
about  a drunken  college  lad  who  believes  his  father  guilty  of 
murdering  his  step-mother,  and  confesses  to  the  c^ime  in  order 
to  shield  him.  #4  is  about  an  incompetent  Italian  barber  who 
captures  a wanted  man  for  a ol0*,000  reward.  r5  is  about  a man 
who  seduces  a french  girl,'  robs  the  jewelry  store  at  which  she 
works,  then  has  to  murder  her  and  a ’’fake”  cop  who  suspects 
him.  #6  is  about  a gunman  whose  ire  is  triggered  by  indiges- 
tion, #7  is  about  a subway  guard  who  captures  a murderer.  ?8 
concerns  the  husband  of  a movie  star  who  is  overshadowed  by 
his  wife,  but  still  loves  her,  even  when  her  beauty  is  accident 
ally  ruined. 

This  is  not  an  important  book  in  any  category. 


Irish,  William 

j 

The  Dancing  Detective;  Better  Publications  of  Canada 
Ltd.  (Popular  Library  7?3 09},  (January,  1951)  222p. 


Con  tents 

1.  The  Dancing  Detective  5 

2.  Two  Fellows  in  a Furnished  Room  30 

3.  The  Light  in  the  Window  7 5 

4.  Silent  as  the  Grave  100 

5.  The  Detective1 s Dilemma  133 

6.  Fur  Jacket  165 

7.  Leg  ilan  187 

3.  The  Fingernail  215 


These  are  all  expertly  written  mystery  stories,  some 
with  macabre  connota tions . /3  has  too  many  coincidental 

evidences  to  be  convincing,  but  all  the  plots  are  interest- 
ing and  suspense ful. 


Irish*  William 

Deadline  at  Dawn;  Philadelphia /New  York,  I.  B.  Lippin- 
oo tt  Company  (1944,  Irish)  320p. 

Bricky  Coleman,  a taxi-dancer,  meets  a boy  from  her  Iowa 
home -town  .just  after  he  has  robbed  the  safe  of  a wealthy  man 
of  $2500,  They  decide  that  New  York,  is  too  tough  for  them, 
and  to  take  a bus  back  to  Iowa  at  six  o’clock  the  following 
morning. 

Replacing  the  money  in  the  safe,  Quinn  discovers  the  body 
of  its  owner.  Bricky  and  Quinn  decide  that  they  must  track 
down  the  murderer  before  they  leave  New-  York  if  they  are  to  be 
free  of  entanglements  with  the  past. 

Following  adventitious  clues,  they  encounter  fortuitous 
suspects  under  incredibly  coincidental  circumstances,  becoming 
endangered  time  and  again  throughout  the  night.  The  complex 
plot  and  suspenseful  action  maintain  interest,  but  the  end  re- 
sult is  so  obviously  manufactured  that,  like  Phantom  lad.;,  no 
effect  of  reality  or  possibility  is  achieved. 

Bibliographical  note;  This  novel  is  included  in  the  antholo- 
gy The  Best  of  William  Irish. 
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Irving,  Clifford 

/ 

Fake!:  The  Story  of  E?lmyr  de  Hory  the  Greatest  Art 

Forger  of  Our  Time;  (Dell  #2474),  (April,  1971),  (1969, 
Irving,  McGraw  Hill;  Index  240p. 

Irving  claims  to  have  been  given  this  story  by,  de  Hory 
"a  close  friend"  on  the  island  of  Ibiza,  where  Irving  lived 
for  fifteen  years.  He  was  also  acquainted  with  the  two  men 
who  marketed  most  of  the  forgeries,  receiving  millions  of 
dollars  for  them,  which  money  was  squandered  in  luxurious 
living,  travel  and  bribes. 

Art  dealers,  all  over  the  world  except  in  Spain,  were 
fooled  into  believing  that  the  forgeries  were  genuine  works 
of  artists  with  whose . work  de  Hory  was  familiar  because  he 

knew  them  and  lived  in  their  environment. 

• - . ■ 1 • 

This  is  a fantastic  book,  almost  impossible  to  believe 
in  all  details,  Legros  and  Lessard,  who  marketed  the  works, 
were  partners,  lovers,  yet  fought  all  the  'time  and  cheated 
one  another  Just  as  the y cheated  de  Hory.  *Vhat  happened  to 
all  the  securities  and  money  which  Lessard  is  said  to  have 
'invested  in  Canada, 'and  why  was  it  necessary  for  him  to  is- 
sue N3F  cheques?  Neither  Legros  nor  de  Hory- had  any  money 
sense,  yet  both  appear  to  have  lived  high  on  the  hog  for 
most  of  their  lives. 

It  looks  as  if  "easy  come,  easy  go". 
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Irish,  William 


I Wouldn’t  3e  in  Your  , Shoes;  Philadelphia  and  Yew  York, 


J.  3,  Lippinoott  Company,  1943  320p. 

Con tents 

1,  I Wouldn’t  3e  in  You?  Shoes  9 

2,  Last  Night  62 

3,  Three  O’clock  154, 

4 , N i ghrtma  re  1 9 1 * 

5,  Papa  Benjamin  270* 


Because  two  important  borderline  fantasy  novelettes  are 
included  in  this  volume,  I am  surprised  that  it  is  not  listed 
in  Bleiler.' 

#4  is  told  from. the  viewpoint  of  the  hypnotist’s  subject 
who  has  committed  a murder  while  under  control. 

#5  is  an  excellent  voodoo  story,  with  Just  the  right  ap- 
proach to  a rationalistic  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of 
sugges  tion. 

Bibliographical  notes: 

1.  The  paperback  edition  contained  only  1,  3,  and  4,  and 
was  published  under  the  title  ’high tma re  1 . 

2.  5 and  4 were  included  in  the  paperback  reprint,  under 
the  title  Nigh  tma  re  (Dell  7^6421)  by  Cornell  Voolrich. 

3.  //4  was  originally  published  under  the  title  fAnd  Co 
to  Deatii’,  ilunsey,  1941. 

4.  #5  was  originally  published  under  the  title  ’Dark  Tlel- 
ody  of  T!adness:T , Popular,  1935. 
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Irish,  William 

Nightmare,  and  Other  Short  Stories ; New  York,  The  Read- 
ers Choice  Library  (#12),  (June,  1950)  160p. 

Con ten bs 

. Nightmare  5 

, Three .0 f Clock  79 

. I Wouldn* t Be  in  Your  Shoes  112 

This  paperback  edition  reprints  only  three  of  the  five 
stories  which  appeared  in  the  original  hardback  edition  under 
the  title  I ScvidrNt  Be  in  'hr  r dimes.  See  notes. 

The  paperback  (Dell  #6421)  under  the  . same  title,  but  as 
by  Cornell  V/oolrich,  is  a different  collection,  but  reprints 
#1  and  #2, 


Irish,  William 

Phantom  Lady;  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  J.  B.  Lippin- 
cott  Company  (A  Story  Press  Book);  (1942)  291p, 

Breaking  just  about  every  rule  of  fairness  in  writing 
mystery  stories,  the  author  contrives  a plot  so  complicated 
that  he  must  use  types  rather  than  characters  to  unravel  it* 
The  style  is  poor;  even  as  types  the  characters  are  not  con- 
sistent; and  the  hackneyed  incidents  have  borrowed  from  some 
good  and  some  poor  authors.  The  plot  is  so  improbable  that 
Day  may  have  included  this  title  in  his  Supplemental  Check- 
list as  impossible  and  therefore  fantastic;  but  I do  not 
classify  this  book  as  fantasy;  it  is  simply  a mystery  story. 

The  plot  is  this:  Henderson  has  fallen  in  love  with  a 
girl  a girl  named  Richman  (Carol),  and  has^asked  his  wife 
Marcella  for  a divorce.  She  refuses  to  grant  it,  and  to  get 
back  at  him  leads  his  best  friend  Jack  Lombard  to  make  love 
to  her  secretly,  and  even  allows  him  to  think  that  she  is 
going  to  desert  Henderson  and  go  to  South  America  with  him. 

He  (Lombard)  gets  ship  tickets  for  himself  and  his  "wife"; 
but  when  they  are  due  to  leave  for  the  ship,  she  laughs  at 
him.  Lombard  hears  the  Hendersons  quarreling;  waits  until 
Henderson  leaves;  strangles  Marcella  with  one  of  Henderson’s 
neckties;  tries  to  trail  Henderson  and  destroy  Henderson's 
alibi  and  so  misses  his  boat,  but  catches  up  to  it  and  goes 
on  to  South  America. 

Henderson  picks  up  a girl  in  a bar,  whose  only  striking 
feature  is  an  orange  hat.  He  takes  her  to  a show,  the  star 
of  which  has  the  original  of  the  hat;  and  where  the  lecherous 
drummer  of  the  band  notices  his  companion.  Lombard  bribes  or 
threatens  all  who  have  seen  the  lady  to  silence,  to  the  best 
of  his  knowledge;  but  after  trailing  the  woman  to  a .hotel, 
loses  her  just  before  he  attempts  to  murder  her,  and  has  to 
abandon  the  attempt  in  order  to  catch  his  ship. 

When  Henderson  is  arrested  and  cannot  find  the  woman  to 
verify  his  alibi,  he  calls  on  Lombard  to  help  him;  and  Lom- 
bard comes  so  that  he  can  complete  the  destruction  of  any 
possible  alibi.  Burgess,  a detective  who  was  instrumental  in 
arresting  Henderson,  feels  that  Henderson  is  innocent,  and 
gets  Carol  to  help  him  in  trying  to  convict  the  witnesses  of 
lying  about  the  existence  of  the  woman  with  Henderson.  This 
ultimtely  succeeds,  and  Henderson  is  freed  and  Lombard  con- 
victed. 

There  is  no  consistent  point  of  view  in  the  narration 
of  the  story,  and  the  reader  is  even  made  the  companion  of 
Lombard  during  his  tracing  of  the  v/itnesses.  Mystification 
is  prevalent  in  the  construction  of  the  plot  and  the  style  of 
narration;  and  the  reader  continues  the  book  mainly  because 
he  can  see  no  possible  solution  or  reason  for  the  mystery. 

The  ultimate  solution  makes  the  entire  affair  so  impossible 
that  despite  a curiosity  about  it,  the  reader  is  disappointed 
when  it  is  revealed. 

Node:  See  over  for  paperback  reprints. 


Montreal,  Pocket  Books  of  Canada  Ltd.  (#253),  (3rd  printing, 

November,  1944  . , „ . ,?n2l\ 

Variant  Title:  The . Phantom  lady ; Graphic  Books  (#108)  (1955) 
Toronto/New  York/Winnipeg;  (Abridged  edition)  189p. 


Irish,  '.Villiam 


Six  Nights  of  Mystery;  Better  Publics tions  of  Canada 
Ltd.;  (1950,  7/ i Ilian  Irish)  (Popular  Library  #258)  190p. 


Contents 

1.  One  Night  in  New  York  3 

(Angel  Pace,  Cornell  V/oolrich,  1937) 

2.  One  Night  in  Chicago  31 

(Collared,  Cornell  Woolrich,  1939) 

3.  One  Night  in  Hollywood  ^ 59 

(Picture  Frame , Cornell  V/oolrich,  1944) 

4.  One  Night  in  Montreal  ■ 96 

(Crime  on  St.  Catherine  Street,  Cornell  V/oplrich ,1936) 

5.  One  Night  in  Paris  ^ 119 

(Underworld  Trail,  Cornell  Noolrich,  1936) 

6.  One  Night  in  Zacamoras , (William  Irish,  1950)  146 


These  are  expert  mystery  stories,  tightly  plotted  and 
with  adequate  suspense  elements.  The  first  two  are  -old  from 
the  female  point  of  view,  by  a strip-tease  girl  and  a gang- 
ster’s ?,last  year’s  moll”,  respectively;  the  third  from  a 
forger’s  point  of  view;  the  fourth  as  a bet  for  survival  with 
no  funds;  the  fifth  by  a dough-boy  in  France;  the  sixth  about 
a detective  in  Mexico  during  a revolution. 

All  depend  mainly  on  plot;  the  characters  are  types;  but 
all  the  stories  are  interesting. 


Irish,  William 


Somebody  on  the  Phone;  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  T.  B. 


Lippincott  Company;  (1924, 5, 6, 7 ,3, 9, 40, Irish)  258p. 

Contents 

1.  Johnny  on  the  Spot  7 

Somebody  on  the  Phone  34 

3.  Collared  40 

4 • The  Night  I Died  68 

5*  Momentum  105 

6»  Boy  with  Body  (The  Corpse  and  the  Kid)  139 

7 * Death  Sits  in  the  Dentist* s Chair  166 


8 » The  Room  with  Something  Wrong  (Mystery  in' Room  913)  186 

These  are  situation  suspense  mystery  stories,  contrived 
mainly  for  their  plots*  They  are  interesting  commercial 
stories,  but  of  permanent  value  only  as  examples  of  success- 
ful magazine  fiction* 

Bibliographical  note:  #3  was  reprinted  under  the  title  "One 
Night  in  Chicago"  in  Popular  #858  Six  Nights  of  Mystery* 
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Irving,  Clifford 

The  Thirty -Eighth  Floor;  New  York,  Toronto,  London, 
McGraw-Hill  Book  Company  (1965,  Irving)  317p. 

This  is  a remarkably  fine  novel  about  the  United  Nations 
and  interna tional  intrigue,  centering  on  an  American  Negro  as 
Secretary -General  who  decides  that  the  UN  must  take  a leading 
part  in  establishing  world  accord. 

The  characters  are  well-drawn  and  consistent,  the  action 
is  restricted  but  adequate,  and  the  grasp  of  interna  tiona  1 
affairs  and  the  role  of  the  UN  is  intelligent. 

Burden  has  been  assisted  by  Andrew  Collingwood  through 
University  and  into  political  life,  and  learns  too  late  that 
Collingwood  has  betrayed  him.  When  Burden  dies,  a martyr  to 
saving  the  life  of  the  Soviet  premier,  Collingwood  gives  his 
funeral  oration. 

To  outline  the  story  is  not  necessary.  It  should  be 
read  by  anyone  interested  in  the  theme.  Irving  promotes  the 
entry  of  Red  China  into  the  UN,  saying  it  is  ridiculous  that 
the  representative  of  800  million  Chinese  should  be  denied  a 
voice  in  world  affairs. 

A very  good  novel,  and  an  indication  that  Irving  should 
be  studied,  especially, in  view  of  his  mixup  with  the  Hughes 
biography. 


Irish,  William 

Waltz  into  Darkness;  Philadelphia  & New  York,  J.  B. 
Lippincott  Company,  1947  (.1947,  Irish)  310p. 

This,  is  an  artificial,  contrived,  and  illogical  story 
of  a man  who  marries  a girl  believing  her  to  be  a correspon- 
dent. She  inveigles  herself  into  his  confidence  and  he  al- 
lows her  joint  control  of  his  personal  and  business  bank  ac- 
counts; she  drains  both  and  leaves  him.  Towing  vengeance, 
he  leaves  his  business  in  the  hands  of  his  partner  and  joins 
his  correspondent f s sister  in  hiring  a detective  to  trace 
the  missing  girl. 

By  accident  he  discovers  that  his  wife  is  accompanying 
a lubricious  colonel  with  evident  designs  on  this  vain  man. 
Using  her  allure,  his  wife  softens  his  determination,  and  he 
kills  the  detective  who  learns  that  he  knows  of  his  wife's 
whereabouts;  he  and  his  wife  become  fugitives,  he  sells  his 
interest  in  his  business  to  his  partner  and  spends  the  pro- 
ceeds on  his  wife;  when  she  learns  that  he  is  destitute,  she 
plots  to  kill  him  for  the  proceeds  of  a $20,000  life  insur- 
ance policy.  She  poisons  him,  but  knowing  her  guilt  he  says 
he  still  oves  her;  she  repents,  but  too  late,  since  he  dies. 

.Hints  that  the  girl  acts  because  of  her  fear  and  love 
of  an  unknown  man,  possibly  a gambler  whom  she  has  helped  to 
bilk  innocents,  are  the  only  alternative  to  believing  her  an 
amoral  psychopath.  The  husband,  loving,  trus-ting,  then 
seeking  to  kill  her  and  possibly  expose  her  as  implicated  in 
the  death  of  the  woman  with  whom  he  corresponded,  then  again 
falling  under  her  spell  in  spite  of  his  hatred  for  her  having 
robbed  him,  is  impossibly  portrayed..  .The  girl,  a schemer  and 
a fraud,  possibly  a double  murderer,  is  momentarily  redeemed 
after  poisoning  her  husband-- this  is  just  too  much  to  accept. 

Nevertheless,  Irish  tells  an  interesting  story,  leaving 
the  reader  with:  a queasy  feeling  that  the  author  is  quirky 
and  contrives  his  plot  for  itself  and  not  on  the  basis  of 
any  real-life  possibility. 

Note:  The  ACB-Double  reprint  is  abridged. 
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Inring,  Clifford 

On  a Darkling  'Plain;  New  York/  Avon  Books  (1970,  3rd 
ptg,  1972),  (1956,  Irving),  256p. 

i 

Tills  is  a first  novel  which  describes  the -unorganized 
and  aimless  lives  of  some  college  men  and  women,  particularly 
three  men  and  three  women,  one  couple  a brother  and  sister, 
who  started  sexual  adventures  and  partying  while  in  college 
and  carried  on  with  tragic-  consequences  later* 

Irving  indicates  by  his  story  that  seeking  sexual  sat- 
isfaction is  an  accepted  activity  among  college  students, 
but  its  consequences  .are  often  unforeseen* 

This  novel  is  purposeless  and  shows  the  emptiness  of 
lives  not  dedicated  to  worthwhile  causes* 

My  principal  reason  for  reading  it  was  my  wish  to  get 
ap  idea  of  Irving’s  character  after  reading  the  book  by  Fay 
and  others  concerning  Irving’s  hoax  autobiography  of.  Hughes. 
Although  this  novel  is  obviously  an  immature  achievement,  it 
does  indicate  that  Irving  had  no  values  in  mini  which  might 
have  guided  him  away  from  the  hoax. 
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Irving,  Clive;  Hall,  Ron;  Wellington,  Jeremy 

Anatomy  of  a Scandal:  A Study  of  the  Profumo  Affair; 

New  York,  M.  3*  Mill  Co.  and  William  Morrow. and  Company, 

1963;  (authors)  , 227p. 

■ 

This  is  an  excellent  overview  of  the  Profumo  case  from 
a political  and  public  affairs  angle,  and  I wish  that  the 
book  had  an  index  to  improve  its  usefulness  as  a, reference. 

It  places  in  perspective  the  many  aspects  of  the  case, 
but,  like  The  Trial  of  Stephen  Ward  it  does  not  suggest  any 
Occult  preoccupations  of  Ward,  and  therefore  emphasizes  my 
view  of  the  novel  based  on  this  case  as  a fantasy. 

. The  hazards  of  political  life  outlined  in  this  book  are 
sufficient  to  confirm  my  belief  in  the  intelligence  which  is 
required  to  survive  and  succeed.  The  chapter  on  the  trial  of 
Ward  is  a great  help  in  summarizing  the  detailed  account  in 
the  book  mentioned  in  the  previous  paragraph  of  these  notes. 

Sociologically,  this  is  an  important  study. 
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Irving,  Washington 

Stories  and  Legends  of  the  Alhambra;  Pictures  by  E.  B. 
Comstock;  New  York,  KcLoughlin  Brothers,  n.d*, 

Contents 

1,  Foreword 

2*  The  Adventure  of  the  Mason 

3.  Legend  of  the  Arabian  Astrologer 

4.  Legend  of  Prince  Ahmed  Al  Kamel 

5.  Legend  of  the  Moor’s  Legacy 

6.  Legend  of  the  Three  Beautiful  Princesses 

7.  Legend  of  the  Rose  of  the  Alhambra 

8.  The  Governor  and  the  Notary 

9.  Governor  Manco  and  the  Soldier 
10*  Legend  of  the  Two  Discreet  Statues 

11.  The  Crusade  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Alcantara 

12.  Legend  of  Don  Munio  Sancho  de  Hin^osa 
13*  Legend  of  the  Enchanted  Soldier 

#2  is  classifiable  as  a ghost  story. 

#3  is  a very  good  fairy  story,  and  a fantasy. 

#4  is  a fairy  love  story,  with  birds  talking  Characters. 
#5  was  reprinted  in  Weird  Tales. 

#6  is  the  nrelude  to  .7 , and  a love  story. 

#7  is  & love  story,  with  supernatural  incidents. 

#8  might  possibly  be  a true  story;  is  related  to  #9. 

#9  is  related  to  #8,  and  includes  a masic  horse. 

• #10  is  related  to  #9. 

#11  is  historical. 

#12  is  classifiable  as  a ghost  story. 

#13  is  classifiable  as  a ghost  story. 

Some  of  these  are  reprinted  in  a smaller  volume  entitled 
,T Tales  of  the  Alhambra rf. 

These  are  extremely  well-written,  and  convey  the  atmos- 
phere of  mediaeval  Spain  to  perfection. 
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I rv  lag , Wat  shi  ng  t on 


Tales  of  the  Alhambra  {Selected  and  Abridged);  Illus- 
trated, by  H.  G.  Theaker;  Philadelphia,  David  McKay  Company 


(The  Newbery  Classics  edition)  238p . 

Contents 

1,  A Palace  of  the  Moors  7 

2,  The  Adventure  of  the  Mason  9* 

3,  The  Legend  of  the  Arabian  Astrologer  17* 

4,  The  Legend  of  Prince  Ahmed  Al  Kamel,  or.  The  Pilgrim 

of  Love  58* 

5,  The  Legend  of  the  Moor’s  Legacy  127* 

6,  The  Legend  of  the  Hose  of  the  Alhambra  172* 

7,  The  Governor  and  the  Notary  207 

8_.  The  Crusade  of  the  Grand  Master  of  Alcantara  222 


#1  is  by  Edric  Vredenburg  and  introductory  to  the  tales 
#2  is  classifiable  as  a ghost  story, 

#3  is  a very  good  fairy  story,  and  a fantasy, 

#4  is  a fairy  love  story,  with  birds  talking  characters 
$5  was  reprinted  in  Weird  Tales » 

#6  is  a love  story,  with  supernatural  incidents. 

#7  might  possibly  be  a true  story. 

#8  is  historical. 

These  are  all  taken  from  a larger  volume  entitled 
Stories  and  Legends  of  the  Alhambra” 


Irving,  Washington 


Tales  of  a Traveller  by  Geoffrey  Crayon,  Gent.;  The 
Author* s Revised  Edition;  New  York,  G.  P.  Putnam’s  Sons, 

1882  530p. 

As  only  a few  of  the  stories  in  this  volume  are  fantasy 
I am  not  listing  the  complete  contents,  and  will  merely  note 
the  items  of  interest. 

In  ”The  Hunting-Dinner11 , on  p.19,  a ”Benshee”  is  said 
to  be  "an  old  lady  ghost  that  tends'  upon  your  real  Milesian 
families,  and  waits  at  their  window  to  let  them  know  when, 
some  of  them  are  to  die”.  To  be  waited  on  by  a Benshee  is  a 
T!proof  that  one  has  pure  blood  in  one’s  veins'*.  "The  Adven- 
ture of  My  Uncle TT  is  not  rationalized,  so  is  fantasy;  but 
'’The  Adventure  of  My  Aunt'1  is,  so  is  not  fantasy.  ?tThe  Bold 
Dragoon”  can  be  inferred  to  be  rationalized.  ”The  Adventure 
of  the  German  Student”,  though  the  best  horror  tale  in  the 
book,  ends  as  does  one  in  my  other  notes,  as  having  been  told 
by  a madman,  so  has  doubts  cast  upon  it.  ”The  Adventure  of 
the  Mysterious  Picture”  could  be  rationalized,  and  like  so 
many  of  the  stories  in  the . book  is  tied  in  with  others. 

Part  II  of  the  book  is  made  up  of  literary  and  stap:e 
anecdotes  and  recollections,  interesting,  but  not  fantasy. 

Part  III  confirms  innumerable  stories  about  the  Italian 
Banditti  as  ”Robin  Hoods”  whom  the  weak  police  are  unable  to 
control. 

Part  IV  is  a series  of  related  stories  concerned  with 
Captain  Kidd  and  buried  treasure.  ”The  Devil  and  Tom  Walker” 
is  a devil  tale  which  I do  not  recall  having  seen  reprinted, 
though  it  deserves  preservation.  ”The  Adventure  of  the  Black 
Fisherman”  is  inserted  within  ’’Wolfert  Webber,  or  Golden 
Dreams”  and  is  a part  of  the  story,  the  whole  having  strong 
suggestions  that  the  ghost  of  Captain  Kidd  plays  an  important 
role;  so  that  this  can  be  considered  either  as  fantasy  or  as 
fantasy  rationalized  as  superstition:  an  important  example. 

. The  author’s  narrative  style  is  pleasant,  but  differs 
from  the  dramatic  presentation  that  is  so  often  demanded  of 
modern  writers  of  fantasy.  Certainly  this  volume  should  have 
been  listed  by  Bleiler. 

Some  stories  and  episodes  in  this  volume  are  omitted 
from  the  omnibus  volume  I have  which  ostensibly  reprints  it. 


Irving,  ’la  ailing  tern 
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Wolfert’s  Roost,  and  Other  Pape-rsf,  now  first  collected; 
York,  0,  P.  Ptitnair.  p Co. , 1855  . (l'8 54,  Irving)  383p. 


Gc.:.U 

Wolfer t’s  Ho os t 
The  Birds  of,  Bpring 
The  Ore ole  Village 
Mount joy 
The  Bermudas 

The  Three  Kings  _of  Bermuda 
The  Widow’s  Ordeal 
The  Knight  of  T-felta 

The  Grand  Prior  of  Minor ca 
A Time  of  Unexampled  Prosperity 

“ The  Great  Mississippi  Bubble 
Sketches  in  Paris  in  1325 — The  Parisian  Hotel 
M y Fra n ch  Ne igh bo r 
The  Englishman  at  ^aris 
English  and  French  Character 
The  Tuileries  and  Windsor  Castle 
The  Field  of  Waterloo, 

Par  is,  at  the  Restoration 
A Contented  Ma n 
Br oe k : or  The  Du  t ch  Pa  ra  d i se 
Guests  from  Gibbet-Island 
The  Early  Experiences  of  Ralph  Ringwood 
The  Semiaole.s  < 

Origin  of  the  White,  the  Bed,  and  the  Black 
Men 

The  Conspiracy  of  Neamathla 
mhe  Count  Van  Horn 
Don  Juan:  A Spectral  Research 
Legend  of  the  Engulphed  Convent 
The  Phantom  Island 

The  Adalantado  of  the  Seven  Cities 
Recollections  of  the  Alhambra 
The  Abencerrage 
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(4)  is  an  excellent  description  of  the  a \akening  of  a 
callow  youth  to  his  ignorance  and  vainglorious  assumption  of 
knowledge,  told- with  understanding  and  tolerance,  and  por- 
traying the  ideal  of  reaL  culture,  (8)  is  an  excellent  his- 
torical' survey  of  the  financial  craze,  and  should  be  accom- 
panied by  (15)  which  involves  Law,  (ll)  is  an  account  jrf  an 
early  Utopia,  (18)  St,  BrandarUs  Island,  possibly  to  be  'eon 
. sidered  as  a survival  of  Atlantis, 

Page  368  is  very  important  as  supplying  Irving’s  credo 
regarding  legendary  lore. 
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Irwin,  Inez  Haynes 


The  7/ omen  Sw ore  Revenge;  New  York,  Random  House  (1946, 
Irwin)  248p. 

Although  it  is  primarily  a murder  mystery  novel,  this 
is  more  interesting  to  me  because  it  is  an  associa tional 
item  relating  to  psychic  phenomena. 

The  author  claims  that  the  home  of  Elkaniah  More  was 
disturbed  by  poltergeist  phenomena  in  the  late  18th  century 
(p.14-15).  On  p.230,  she  says  that  Thomas  Lake  Harris  had 
a nictitating  membrane  (extra  eyelid,  like  an  eagle  !s  which 
can  be  closed  over  the  eyeball  to  protect  against  the  sun). 
Lovely  Lake , New  York,  was  claimed  to  be  a spiritualist  sum- 
mer camp  (perhaps  Lily  Dale?),  and  • the  father  of  the  strong 
dwarf  .murderer  was  said  to  be  a medium  named  Hill  living 
the  re  for  some  yea  rs  . 

The  poltergeist  phenomena  are  repeated  (faked)  by  the 
murderer  in  an  effort  to  frighten  away  the  servants  protec- 
ting the  wealthy  woman  for  whose  money  the  murderer  and  his 
father  and  mother  were  aiming. 

The  book  is  not  well  constructed,  so  has  repetitive 
passages,  but  might  appqal  to  women  who  have  a streak  of 
morbidity.  That  the  murder  should  happen  to  one  member  of 
'a  group  of  women  who  all  appear  to  be  financially  free  to 
pursue  detective  work  and  are  inclined  to  engage  in  it  in 
their  effort  to  avenge  the  death  of  their  friend,  is  a bit 
hard  to  accept;  and  so  also  is  the  implication  that  this  is 
the  fourth  murder  case  involving  many  of  the  characters  in  a 
small  community. 

About  the  only  reason  I had  for  finishing  the  book  was 
to  see  what  was  said  about  the  psychic  phenomena.  As  these, 
apart  from  the  original  haunting  on  which  the  phenomena  were 
based,  are  rationalized,  this  book  is  not  fantasy,  but  could 
be  considered  associa  tiona  1 to  a fantasy  collection. 
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Irwin,  Margaret 


Bloodstock  and  Other  Stories;  London,  Chatto  & Windus , 
1953  206p . 


Contents 

Stories  from  Ireland 

1.  Courage 

2.  The  Country  Gentleman 

3.  The  Doctor 

4.  Bloodstock 

5.  The  Collar 
Uncanny  Stories 

6 . The  Book 

7.  Monsieur  Seeks-  a Life 

8.  Mistletoe 

9.  The  Bar  Her  Service 

10.  Mrs.  Oliver  Cromwell 

11.  Where  Beauty  Lies 
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(6),  (7),  (9)  and  (ll)  are  reprinted  from  Mads  me  Fears 
the  Dark.  ( 5)  which  might  veil  have  been ‘included  in  the 
Uncanny  Stories  section,  is  a reincarnation  or  ancestral 
memory  story  inspired  by  the  finding  of  a golden  collar  in 
a farmer1  s field,  which  wins  him  a wife1,  but  inspires  dreams 
of  an  earlier  life.  (8)  is  a ghost  story,  a Christmas  story, 
of  a portrait  which  comes  to  life  at  that  season  and  gives 
as  a sign  of  guidance  a portion  of  mistletoe. 


These  s"tories  are  all  well -written , but  excepting  for 
(5)  and  (8)  to  complete  so  far  as  I know  the' author’s  fantasy 
short  stories,  this/volume  Is  not  required  in  a fantasy  col- 
lection if  the . earlie r book  is  already  present. 

Note:  I re-read  this  book  because  McClintock  wants  it;  likely 

can  remember  it  during  my  remaining  years. 

September  9,  1998 


Irwin,  Margaret 

Madame  Fears  the  Dark:  Seven  Stories  and  a Play;  Lon- 


don, Chatto.&  Windus  , 1935  276p. 

Contents 

1 .  The  Book  3* 

2.  Mr.  Cork  39* 

3.  The  Earlier  Service  69' 

4.  Madame  Fears  the  Dark  (A  Play)  103 

5.  Monsieur  Seeks  a Wife  139* 

6.  Time  Will  Tell  .205 

7.  The  Curate  and  the  Rake  22  5* 

8.  "Where  Beauty  Lies"  257 


All  four  of  the  fantasies  designated  by  asterisks  are 
excellent  stories.  All  except  71  are  reprinted  in  Bloodstock 
and  0 the  r 5 1 o r le  s . 

(1)  tells  of  a bookcase  shelf  in  the  dining  room  of  a 
lawyer  which  was  always  tightly  filled  even  though  a volume 
might  be  taken  out.  The  lawyer  finds  one-  is  a musty  old 
manuscript  written  in  Latin,  at  the  end  of  which  are  fresh 
entries.  He  obeys  these,  becomes  wealthy,  but  at  the  cost  of 
-his  soul.  (3)  concerns  a church  in  which  the  satanic  mass 
ha.d  been  held  in  the  distant  past;  the  daughter  of  the  rector 
had  once  been  sacrificed  on  the  altar.  (4)  tells  of  Madame 
Monte  span,  mistress  of  Louis  XIV,  on  her  deathbed,  when  she 
is  visited  by  G-uibourg,  infamous  monk,  who  was  a murderer  and 
practitioner  of  the  black  mass;  her  courage  when  facing  him 
enables  her  to  die  calmly,  unshriven.  (5),  (6),  and  (8)  are 
all  on  the  theme  of  the  uncertainty  of  a bridegroom  on  the 
eve  of  his  marriage,  (5)  and  (8)  both  facing  him  with  the 
choice  of  three  daughters  of  his  host.  (5)  is  perhaps  the 
most  romantic  weird  fantasy  in  the  book.  (7)  is  the  story  of 
an  overworked  curate,  resting  in  a country  parish,  who  is  be- 
seiged  with  licentious  visions  and  falls  in  love  with  a dead 
woman  whose  ghost  haunts  the  scene  and  church,  preferring  her 
to  the  living  daughter  of  his  rector. 

All  these  stories  are  excellently  written;  some  classic. 

Note:  I re-read  this  book  because  McClintock  wants  it;  likely  I 

can  remember  it  during  my  remaining  years. 

Septembers,  1998. 


Irwin,  Margaret 


Still  She  Wished  for  Company;  London,  Chatto  & Windus, 

1951,  (1924,  1949,  1951)'  _ 183p. 

Harmondsworth,  Middlesex,  England,  Penguin  Books  Limi- 
ted (1937)  (#72)  256p. 

Peacock  Books  (1963)  (#PK  14)  202p. 

Inasmuch  as  this  ghost  novel  supports  fully  my  personal 
philosophy,  I consider  it  one  of  the  most  important. 

Rose  Janet  Challard,  practically  engaged  to  Donald  Graeme, 
does  not  wish  fully  to  commit  herself  because  she  feels  that 
her  ideal  may  appear  and  influence- her  to  forsake  him.  She  is 
tired  of  her  commercial  job,  and  prepares  for  a vacation  to  a 
country  estate;  but  before  leaving  Soho  encounters  a man  who 
both  attracts  and  repels  her,  and  runs  away  in  rain  rather  than 
acce.pt  his  offer  of  a taxi. 

Juliana  Clare,  the  gentle,  sweet  siater  of  Lord  Chidleigh, 
welcomes  him  home  after  the  death  of  their  father,  and  finds 
that  she  comes  under  his  powerful  influence  because  of  hypnotic 
experiments.  Lucian  Clare  had  been  the  leader  of  the  Hellfire 
Club,  and  later  visiting  Paris  had  become  familiar  with  the 
claims  of  Mesmer,  the  Count  St.  Germain,  and  Cagliostro,  and 
had  learned  to  use  their  methods  to  control  the  minds  of  others. 

Bringing  Juliana  under  control,  Lucian  sent  her  soul  forth 
to  seek  a girl  whose  ghost  had  attracted  him  to  her  through 
many  years;  Juliana  finds  Jan  Challard  on  the  Chidleigh  estate 
more  than  100  years  in  the  future.  She  is  confused  and  troubled 
by  the  changes  in  the  estate;  and  also  recognizes  Jan  as  a girl 
she  has  seen  in  her  own  time.  She  knows,  also,  that  Jan  is  the 
girl. of  her  brother’s  dreams. 

Lucian  is  tired  of  life,  having  explored  all  sensations 
available  to  a wealthy  roue,  and  his  search  for  the  girl  of  his 
dreams  is  his  final  effort  to  establish  some  meaning  for  his 
existence.  Before  using  Juliana  as  his  medium,  he  had  worn  out 
a French  Count,  who  resorted  to  gambling  and  embroidery;  the 
Count,  feeling  that  Lucian  has  betrothed  his  sister  Juliana  to 
him  only  to  bind  him  closer  and  as  a means  of  cancelling  debts 
Lucian  had  incurred  to  him,  challenges  Lucian  to  a duel  and  is 
killed  by  Lucian.  Lucian  is  hunted  do wn  as  the  killer,  and  as 
Juliana  is  a prejudiced  witness,  he  is  shot  in  attempting  to 
escape . 

Jan  and  Donald  are  reconciled,  because  Donald  assures  Jan 
that  her  search  for  an  ideal  is  normal,  but  that  life  must  be 
lived  realistically,  not  romantically. 

The  importance  of  this  novel  is  that  it  describes  the 
static  universe  in  which  I believe,  and  shows  that  psychic  or 
imaginative  power  enables  the  human  mind  or  soul  to  transcend 
the  limitations  of  the'  physical  universe. 

Juliana  is  released  from  her  brother’s  thralldom  by  his 
death,  and  accepts  the  love  of  a man  old  enough  to  be  her 
father.  He  has  proved  his  devotion. 
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Irwin,  Margaret 

These  Mortals;  London,  William  Heinernann  Ltd  (February, 
1935),  (June,  1925,  May,  1928)  279p. 

Uniform  Edition,  London,  Cha'tto  & Windus , 1952  145p. 

This  is  a sophisticated  fantasy,  told  in  the  form  of  a 
fairy  tale. 

The  Enchanter  AldebaranTs  daughter  Melusine  wishes  to 
explore  the  world-  of  mortals,  and  sets  forth  with  her  pet 
companions , a cat,  a raven,  and  a snake.  Received  at  the 
court  of  the  Emperor,  her  beauty  attracts  the  suit  of  many 
men  including  Prince  Pharamond  and  the  envy  of  blonde  Prin- 
cess Blanchelys.  But  Melusine  falls  in  love  with  King  Garth 
who  has  been  held  prisoner  in  a dungeon,  and  becomes  preg- 
nant from  being  with  him  many  nights  until  overstaying  her 
visit  she  cannot  return  on  the  moonbeams  and  is  discovered 
with  him. 

King  Garth  is  released  from  the  dungeon  and  blaming 
Melusine  for  failing  to  arrange  his  .escape  becomes  betrothed 
to  marry  Blandhelys,  who  loves  Sir  Oliver  but  cannot  forfeit 
Sir  Diamid,  a narcissist.  Pharamond  has  by  dalliance  with  a 
woodcutter’s  daughter  given  her  a child,  but  the  girl  helps 
Melusine  by  exchanging  garments  with  her,  thus  enabling  Melu- 
sine to  approach  the  pa lane  as  a disguised  peasant. 

Melusine  exchanges  her  beauty  for  Blanchelys’  permission 
that  she  might  spend  three  nights  with  King  Garth;  by  he  is 
placed  under  sedation  by  Blache lys  and  cannot  respond.  7/hen 
Garth  recovers,  he  refuses  the  transformed  Blanchelys,  and 
seeks  Melusine  in  her  new.  guise;  they  fly  away  on  the  back  of 
the  Raven  which  has  been  enlarged  to  carry  them. 

This  parable  of  human  life  and  the  vanity  of  love  between 
men  and  women  does  not  appeal  to  me,  but  is  well  written  and 
fairly  interesting. 
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Irwin,  Wallace 


B 


The  Julius  Caesar  Murder  Case;  New  York/London,  D.  Apple- 
ton  -Century  Company  Incorporated,  1935  (Irwin)  306  p. 

The  bibliography  preceding  this  novel  gives  an  excellent 
hint  of  its  nature. 

It  tells,  in  modern  and  therefore  anachronistic  journal- 
ese, the  trials  and  tribulations  of  Publius  ISanlius  Scribo, 
star  reporter  amid  sports  columnist  on  the  Evening  Tiber  as  he 
endeavors  to  solve  the  mystery  of  the  assassination  of  Julius 
Caesar,  and  of  an  apparently  related  earlier  murder.  Told 
from  Mannie  Ts  point  of  view,  and  involving  Cleopatra,  Mark 
Anthony,  Brutus,  Cassius,  Eulvia  and  Pompeia  as  characters, 
together  with  MannieTs  slave  gladiator  Smith  cast  as  TT Jeeves”, 
both  humor  and  satire  are  inevitable. 

Mannie  learns  that  Caesar  is  forewarned  of  what  is  to 
happen  on  the  Ides  of  March,  and  his  double,  who  has  represen- 
ted him  at  public  functions  for  some  time,  is  the  actual  vic- 
tim. At  the  battle  of  Philippi,  Caesar  comes  back  as  his  own 
ghost  to  frighten  Brutus;  and  as  a result,  Brutus  and  Cassius 
are  defeated  by  Ma rk  Anthony. 

Mannie  falls  in  love  with  a red-haired  girl  named  Romula 
who  is  closely  associated  with  the  earlier  murder,  and  learns 
ultimately  that  she  is  an  illegitimate  daughter  of  Caesar  who 
has  willed  her  his  fortune.  There  are  scenes,  like  the  mock- 
vamping  of  Mannie  by  Cleopatra,  that  are  quite  funny;  but  on 
the  whole,  neither  the  mystery  story  nor  the  humor  story  is  of 
sufficiently  high  calibre  to  qualify  as  more  than  entertainment 

Since  CaesarTs  ghost  is  rationalized,  probably  the  reason 
for  including  this  book  in  Bleiler  is  the  anachronistic  method 
of  telling  it.  I am  not  aware  of  the  facts,  so  do  not  know  to 
what  extent  history  has  been  distorted  to  support  the  story; 
but  it  may  be  that  such  distortion  provides  a fantasy  angle. 

An  unusual  book,  but  not  important  in  a fantasy  collection 


Isham,  Frederic  S. 

Three  Live  Ghosts;  Indianapolis,  The  Bobbs -Merrill  Com- 
pany (1918)  250p. 

An  American,  an  English  Earl,  and  a cockney  become 
friends  because  all  have  been  reported  dead  by  war  authori- 
ties. In  London,  the  Earl  who  has  been  estranged  from  his 
wife,  discovers  that  she  is  keeping  company  with  an  old 
"friend"  of  his,  and  has  a child  who  appears  to  resemble  the 
friend.  To  avoid  starvation  he  steals  money  and  jewels  from, 
his  own  house  safe;  and  while  somewhat  delirious,  kidnaps 
the  child.  The  cockney,  whose  mother  is  a drunkard,  looks 
after  the  Earl  when  the  American  is  arrested  for  having  some 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  burglary,  has  pretended  that  his 
meetings  with  his  mother  were  "assignations"  with  a beautiful 
girl.  The  American  pleads  that  he  cannot  be  prosecuted  for 
theft  as  he  does  not  exist  according  to  law. 

This  is  a rather  sentimental  and  almost  farcical  novel 
wh&ch  ends  happily  with  the  reconciliation  of  the  nobleman 
and  his  wife.  There  is  -incidental  mention  of  spiritualism, 
as  one  of  the  servants  attends  seances,  but  this  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  bring  the  story  within  the  fantasy  category. 

Mildly  entertaining,  this  is  all  right  for  light  reading, 
but  of  no  importance. 
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Isherwood,  Christopher 

The  Last  of  Mr.  Norris;  New  York,  Berkley  Publishing 
Corp.  (#G-153),  (September,  1958),  (1935,  Author^  1945,  New 
Directions)  ’ 160p. 

English  Title:  Mr.  Norris  Changes  Trains. 

See  English  title  for  notes. 


Xsherwood,  Christopher 

Mr.  Norris  Changes  Trains;  London,  The  Hogarth  Press, 
1956;'  (1935),  (Sixth  Impression,  1956)  280p. 

American  Title:  The  Last  of  Mr.  Norris. 

This  is  a sophisticated  and  well  written  novel  of  life 
in  Berlin,  1930-1933.  Bradshaw,  a young  teacher  of  private 
English  lessons,  meets  Norris  in  a train,  senses  that  Norris 
is  watched  by  the  railway  authorities  and  the  police,  but 
becomes  friendly  with  him,  likes  him,  and  tioins  his  friends 
and  activities  in  the  decadent  life. 

Only  after  becoming  innocently  involved  in  Norris’s 
political  and  spying  intrigues  does  he  learn  of  the  facts 
behind  the  furtive  existence  of  Norris.  Even  knowing  these, 
he  cannot  abandon  friendship,  and  learns  that  Norris  is 
hounded  by  his  former  "secre  taryTT  even  to  Mexico,  California, 
and  South  America,  threatened  with  blackmail. 

This  is  the  type  of  intellectual  novel  I dislike.  I 
admit  my  own  incapacity  for  understanding  the  subtleties  in- 
volved, and  my  lack  of  a broad  enough  humanity  to  sympathize 
with  the  kind  of  people  portrayed  as  characters.  This  is  a 
clever  novel,  and  interesting,  but  deals  with  a phase  of  life 
which  I should  never  choose. 

Penguin  Books  (#321),  (1961  reprint)  192p. 


■a 


\ 


Iversen,  William 


The  Pious  Pornographer s ; New  York,  William  Morrow  & Co., 
1963;  (1957,  1960,  1963,  Author)  214  p. 

Contents 


1.  The  Pious  Pornographer s 3 

2.  The  Sinister  Trade  Mark  Plot  31 

3.  "The  French  They  Are  a Funny  Race..."  41 

4.  The  Power  of  Positive  Thimking  62 

5.  That  May “December  Madness  74 

6.  Sex,  State  and  the  Sin-Snoopers  94 

7.  A Short  History  of  Pants  124 

8.  The  Dibble-O-Mat  144 

9.  Love,  Death  and  the  Hubby  Image  157 


Note:  All  except  #3  and  #8  appeared  in  PLAYBOY. 


#6  and  #9  are  the  best  essays  in  this  volume,  and  #9  is  one 
of  the  best  I have  ever  read.  Although  written  with  tongue-in- 
cheek  humor,  it  is  well-reasoned  and  enlightening. 


I do  not  know  whether  I have  all  these  essays  in  my  collec- 
tion of  the  magazine,  but  I seem  to  have  no  issues  prior  to  1964 
so  I should  keep  this  book  for  reference. 
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